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Truth and Matter of Faft, &c, 
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on the ſubje 
be eren if Ialſo ſhew my opiniom; and more 
eſpecially as I have been an 
ecircumſtance of the affalr ſince Mr. 
Moore received the Attorney $ letter. I Have not 

only had an opportunity 
written by Preachers in different parts on che = 
je, but of examining 
that has been oubliſhed in Briſto . 
aging then all to the teſt of Truth and Matter w + 


almoſt ev 


of brin 
of Fa 


A Mather's 


me 
' 


read in the Pamphlet which he + 1-34 
2 n Mr. Wesley was alive) on the Diſpnte _— 
relpetting the Preaching-Houſe at Dewsbury. |." | | 
Formerly he ſeemed to 
danger of being brought under the 
tees, and of be 


ind hurtful co 
9 as an Au whe 


a; 


Sal 


and the 


iy perfor UN eats in writing 


the Diſpute in Briſtol, 1 hope to 
e and ear witneſs of 


of knowing what has been 


and — * ever 


on each Ay 7 


— — — 


med circle letter ſu 
more ſo,'as I apprehend it 
very different from what on 
publith 


/ __— wo 
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cat 

wer of T 4 
Ns w e Ms cel the p ful 1 
n{equences of the ſame. And he 


ink we were in 


ö 


cumſtances make it evident, that a combination of 
Truſtees has been formed in the nation, which, if 


+ dence- of the Preachers. Some Truſtees it is 


5 ſign ol themſelves and ſome others, credible wit. 
knowledge of this alarmed thoſe who wiſhed the 


juſtice to the ſubjett, may ſooner or later bring out, 


de obſcureſt parts of it. The circum- 


have given energy to our oppoſition to the Br1stol 


- thole who have taken an active part againſt the 
Fruſtees have done at from the beſt and noblei 
Lhe that whatever little Ihave had to doin the bulinels, 
has not proceeded from any deſire of ſeparating 


P 
_ * from the Church. I think I have W i 


#1 


, x 4 9 
4bey had not adually attempted. to lord it over u, 
22 he —— that ſometime 
or other they might make the attempt. But now, 
when they have actually done the thing, which 
he. then only conceived to be possible, behold! 
he becomes their v ak iſt, their Advocate, 
and their Panegyriſt The cauſe of this is 
beſt known to God and himſelf. It is the more 
extraordinary that he ſhould be found aiding and 
abetting Truſtees, atthistime, when a variety ofcir. 


ſucceſsful, muſt deſtroy the liberty and indepen. 
certain in this confederacy had an avowed fixed 
deſign of dividing the Preachers. That ſome of 
the. Truſtees in Bristol avowed this to be the de. 
neſſes will prove upon 'oath if neceſſary, The 
body-to continue one, and the ground of alam 
Was conſiderably increaſed by ſome other circum- 
Kances, which I omit at preſent, but which ful 
eſpecially as they will throw light upon ſome of 


ſtances above referred to and ſome others, haie 
Had great weight- with more perſons than me, and 


Trustees.. Upon the, whole, I am convinced that 


motives. For myſelf at leaſt; I freely declare, 
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Church for the laſt fifteen months as frequently as 
any Preacher in the Connection. I never gave 
the Sacrament or baptized a Child in my life, and 
do not feel the leaſt inclination to do either he 
one or the other. I have no wiſh to ſee either 
theſe things, or Service in Church-hours extended, | 
except where the Conterence may be clearly con- || 
vinced that it would be for the good of men and i 
the glory of God. But I am decidedly of opinion 
with Mr. Pawson on this ſubjett, that the Preach- | 
ers, eſpecially when met together from every Ii 
part of the nation, are abundantly better qualifiet* : 11 
to determine upon this matter than any number ob 
Truſtees: can poſſibly be. And it would be a 
dreadful reflettion upon the Preachers to ſuppoſe | 
that they were not as anxious to avoid what would li 
hurt, and attend to what would profit the people- 1 
and promote the cauſe of God as the Truſtees are. 1 
And all thoſe Preachers who join them againſt their 
Brethren on this account, are guilty of the ſame -M 
uncharitableneſs towards their Brethren. Cer- 
tainly the Preachers, as a body, have given fuller  , W 
proofs of their zeal and difintereſtedneſs in 'pro= | ''Þ 
moting the caufe of God, than ever the body of l 
Truſtees througout the land have done. „ 

1 had no perſonal ill-will towards the Tru. 
tees of Bristol, or any other place, and no quar . 
rels of my own to revenge: 1 had no hoſtile” or 
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unkind diſpoſition towards Mr. Benson; I have .: |Þ 
long greatly eſteemed and reverenced him ; mean-" — - | 
ume I had no particular” acquaintance with” Mr. | 
Moore. The ground upon which I have been 
induced to take any part with him, in this affalr 
is, a firm perſuaſion that there was a combination 


of Truſtees formed againſt the liberty and inde?- ; 
pendence of the Preachers, and that ſome of the 
. A3 Preachers -B 
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38 were in the ; and that this com- 
bination would eventually ve injured the cauſe 
of God, and perhaps totally deftroyed the Itine- 
Tant Plan, Perhaps thoſe Preachers who were 2 
the combination, mig be influenced by goo 
. © motives, They might not apprehend ſuch cn 
- quences as — reſulting ** it, or fuß 
wiew thoſe. conſequences in a. diſſerent 
be, thoſe who on r — 
g. Mr. Benton, &c. adted 
hon * a formidable combination 


of Preachers, and that what the 
1751 yg: if they had proved trium- 
4 | Us ip he gnal-gun to their confede- 
| . other —.— e nation. The Truſtees 
diſſerent places 2 take the paxt of the Brig. 
20 Truitees, Mr. Benson, &c. and . * De | 
<laratzans; but fearful of ha no 
ceſa than. their Brethren in ell, hey LR wn be | 
_ - £cantzous — 1 77 ines d N But, if the 
Truſtees her the Preachers would 
pProbab — 15 he — conſequences in 
5 laces, even after all we are ſeen no * 
So dean then will. the Diſputes in Briſtol he _ 
burting the cauge or 2 di that 
or wilt prevent a vaſt deal of diſyutes: = folar 
++ ppofition. made here to the Truſtees be 
15 from making +, Sa ag in graces) more formidable, 
: | eflon of caution and hu- 
| I conſidered Mr. Moore, &c. e 
an Methodiſt Connettion 
fax. more generations than the 
. 5 be WY thoſe others who | ie rene 
this 4mportant meritorious ce be prai 
- orblamed, the Connection will reap great and laſl- 
r e es 
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has fel, failed. for the West- In 5 
have ſpent m 20 time N us vhile 
e Alen y my fayir hors! thus neg | 
0m be conſtrued into a neglect of my own. 
place and? 1 9m? pk Indeed, x have. been, 
importuned, 1 2 5 Nan in this eir- 


cuit, from a rſuahon ;n bar g he W ited in town an 
country . four Preac 1 
currence o ,oke, and < . NCEs,. 
wade me *. it 19 0 t be of th 

ance I ſubmit 


* 


1 io "Th Me, More *: ir ing. Il 
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hg. N 18 hh 11 

* all lh ond lebgn. of We dye 70 1 
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over both bein an 


5 Peach e hog to ee f 


N Mpore, in taking care e 

| ut of the Truſtees 2 driven from the 1 
dom and Guinea · Street Chapel, is 7 

n that he is. 2 8 rth : 0 
gore, &c. were to, tea 20 the Circa 


to-day, I rſuaded ke chief the hes 
5 wot a note to hearthe other e 


Benaan und Mather can lay Ie eh * 


it F HN * . 
1 42 3 * N 3 . 


| eee. Na 


tv) 
vour of 8 of we or three hundred, who 
eleave to the Truftees, might not abundant moe 
be ſdid in favour of Mr. Moore und his elper rs 
taking care of twelve or thürteen hundred, Who 
cleave to them, and that from a perſuaſion that 
be are true to the intereſts of the Conference? 
owever the condutt of the Truſtees may ap- 
3 in the eyes of Mr. Mather, it muſt have been 
odious in the eyes of the people in general. 
5 he Would not ſo generally have renounced the 
ea 15 pointed by the ( onference, efpecially 
r. Benson' $. charafter. I am confident, 
Wat 3; in job mis the people: were influenced by pure 
Zeal for the Conference, as" well as for 
- their, on rights, in oppoſition to the en- 
_ eroachments and ufurpations of Truſtees. They 
conlidered Meſl. Benton, Rodda and Fate) as be- 
ing unfaithful to the Conference, and. s N warring 
- ſ the intereſts of the Preachers in l, 
by aiding and abe'ting thoſe ' Truſtees” 18 10 were 
Known fo, have been wroubleſome 00 Mr. Wesley 
and the Preachers for many years.” And it 72 
not only in the eyes of the * te that the cauſe 
of the Hues d odious. It has 
appeared equally odious. to the Ry 7 Preach- 
ers. who have (5:8 in, and paſſed through 
Brito! ſince the. rence.” It. a peared ſo to 
the Diff 0 N and to all (one exceptech 
. _ Who have had an OPPORTUNITY. OF JUDGING | 
' ON #KE $p0T. arr 
"The diviſion of ha Biatar S590 ought not 
us be imputed to Mr. Moore, nor yet, ſtrictiy 
| ſpeaking, to Mel. Benson, Rodda an 7 but 
tothe Troftces, © Th & took a Which 1 N 
offerice to the ur 5 . 86 the PFs gy 
ir þ probable ahey.. would not _ovy taken, 22 boy 


A 1 . 0 1 — 


. 
bad not been confident of heing ſupported by.the EY 
other three Preachers. And it they had taken | 
that unwarrantable ſtep, it muſt inevitably have 2M 


; 


/ 


been abortive, if thoſe Preachers had not 
and abetted them in oppoſition to the chief, part of 
the Society. Pray what can any Truſtees, or 
wide-extended combination of Truſtees do, if no 
Preachers - enter into confederacy with them ? 
They cannot feed the ſouls of the people, or get 
congregations by mere Truſteeiſm. Our danger of 
being brought into bondage, and of the Itinerant 
Plan being injured, muſt ariſe chiefly from among 
ourſelves. Hence when any Preacher gives proo 
of plotting and "combining with Truſtees, our 
oppoſition to him can hardly be too ſtrong and 
Vigorous. , The HET | TX 
Mr. Mather will have it, that Meſſ. Benson, 
Nodda and Vasey are in their place ad N 
' the appointment of the Conference. 'To this 
1 I think the Conference does not appoint 
reachers to preach to Trultees and a few of their 
friends, nor yet properly ſpeaking, in this houſe 
or=that, but to preach to. the Society at large; 
Conſequently, if the chief part of a Re Bag be 
turned out of a houſe, or if any thing, be done 
that gives them ſufficient, cauſe to leave it, it is 
the duty of the Preachers to peach to the Society . 
wherever the chief part thereof ſhall aſſemble. 
Now, the chief part of the Society in Bristol 
thought (and juſtly) that they had provocation 
ſufficient to cauſe them to leave the Room and 
Gumnea-Street-Chapel, when the proprietors of thoſe 
houſes had renounced the authority of the Confe- 
rence, by claiming. the ſole and excluſive Tight to 
appoint their Preachers. This right they fully 
and explicitly afferted in the letter (of Aug 
8 E 11th) 


py 
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1 ith) to Ir. Moore, But, as probably * Vole 
would have roſe the Truſtees, if no 

„ T ned. hems in their un- 
juſtifiable proe muſt nece have 
el en. or gen 4. their deſigns 7 2 


atel Of conſequence, 18 GR have been 
wo iſ fon.in the Soci It was not therefore 
Mr. Moore who cauſed e diviſion as Mr. Mather 
toys, butit was cauſed by the 4 8 4 which 
| 7 by nevertheleſs they could not have cauſed 
ins Preachers had cleaved to and ſup them. 
= 1 preſume, is what Meſſrs. awson and 
mean in their circular letter, but which 
Mr. Mather denies, and imputes unjuſtly to Mr. 
| ore, Probably it will here be faid that Mr. 
27 &c. were willing to preach to the chief 
of che Spciety at Portland - Ciapel, but that 
ie Truſtees of that Chapel oppoſed their reach- 
Ing there. This I Hour, is the ſtro of ar- 
tation on Mr. Benson's ſide © * queſtion. 
at I ſhall ſay in anſwer to this, will chiefly be to. 
give the . for this as far as I have been ac- 
Fe: xp ſeedy ny fo 
; 2 1 to e tor ves. e argu- 
ment in favour 10 meaſure was, that Mr. Benson 
wu tus Helpers being known to be attached to the 
Truſtees of the Dy and warm adyocates for 


them, and that they till adhered to them, although 
they had renounced the authority of . the, Conte 
rence to admit them into Portland- Chapel, al 
be unfaithfulnefs to the Conference. 

Another argument was, that from Mr. Bencon' . 
letters, &c. on the-ſubjeR, it was evident that be 
" would avail himſelf of his admiſſion there to pro- 


WW Ns 


2 great part Kar Foaple were ſo ſet 


amon Ane us, which 


—_— = FEE 
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1 5 exert his popular talents to the e ef ln 


g this. . er argument was, that 
were admitted chere, he would introduce Met B 1 
ror on 7285 and that they would then bear 

145 Moore and This cauſe. by- mere 
apo number. And nk cauſe was judged | 
at r and conſequence to 
It was farther argued, tha 
againſt” Mr, 
en, Kk. on account of thejr adhering to-the- 
ruſtees Cn rad the I Ref 
August, that, 1 a e 
Ger? the Goin 5 th u. The fe confteran | 
and others kth kind; designs Fat Tru 2 | 
fees of Portland-E el not to ſuffer Me Benson 5 


N In t 


and his Hel 15 preach in their Chapel, till ſuch 

time as a MM Wenn - ſhould give ju 5 

"a the caſe 2 chen declared they would 
mb by the decihion of * Meeting which . 
45 ſoever it might decide. B ut the T Pts of 

Room 16 5 not leave that affairs to this. , 

Fas e from. _w__ who mbſt love 7 

confide in 13 teachers, geen adhere ». 

our rules. 5p 
3 binding the de of thoſe 


poſe the 1 of the Sacrament 


how do thoſe wo are called the Sacràmei 
#tempt to do this ?: Do they inſiſt upon it 
hand Brethren Shall m9 1 5 8a 47 at he 
and of the reachers they in n 
it that their by i + 
inſiſt upon nothing, but 
upon having the ſame libett which th 5 chow. 3 
fully grant * e who differ from b 
nion on ' this hea 52 1 N and Pie of 1275 
Portland. | 


Mt. Mather ſpeaks of, gray 11 


rethren Shall not receive it at the | 
Church? No: they | 


(us 19 * 


Portland Chapel A not with. 5 aut opt te inter. 
fete with the Lt ens and Guinea. Street- Chapel; 
but che Truſtees of the Room and Guinea-Street. 
Chapel would interfere. With, nd difta te to the 
L of Portland-Chapet. This is preciſel the 
point of debate. And all would have 
22 amicably ſettled at the Diſtrict. Meeting. if 
the Tru SET have ceaſed to .interfere with 
-Portland:Chapel:.' Their. refuling to do this was 
what. broke 71 the doch, and rendered all 
deliberation uſeleſs. _.. 
r. Mather ſays, « Our imeraſts And thoſe 
of the Truſtees always appeared to him to be one.“ 
But I aſk, did they not promote an intereſt diſſe- 
rent from ours at ewsbury ? Likewiſe at Lon- 
. don, at. Chester and at Briztol If our and their 
- intereſts are one, and if nevertheleſs we have pro- 
moted ſeparate intereſts, either the Preachers or 
the Truſtees muſt have goneagainſt the true inte- 
reſts of both. Has it been the Preachers or the 
Truſtees? If Mr. Mather ſays it is the Preachers 
.andnot the Truſtees; then I ſay, he has complete] 
changed ſides fince he conteſted the matter with 
the Truſtees at Dewsbury, &c. If ſo, he ought 
to make his recantation, and condemn. the ou 
phlet which he wrote on that occaſion. But i 
"Stall thinks a he wrote then, how is it that he 
ba Tr fuch a circular letter, ſuch an apo- 


for Truſtees ? y F 
ud complaint has been made, nat in ſome 

circumſtances, Mr. Moore and his Helpers have 
| ated without rule of Conference and even 5 
rule. To this I anſwer, It is an extraordinar) 
' case, and beyond the reach of all common rules. 
All circumſlances put together, the like caſe never 


Happened before; _ add to this, it was * 
| at 


[ * 
that the Conferenee could not foreſee.” And in all 
caſes that never occurred before, and that cannot 
be foreſeen, no Rule can be made prior to the 
g event. Me nn ans Earn bt FE ark AN 5 e AA: 
From what Mr. Mather fays about Mr. Mer. 


1s never attempting to wreſt the power out of 


the hands of the Truſtees, although he ſays, he 


could have done it. eafily if he would,” ons 


might be Jed to think Mr. Wesley was pleaſed that 


the Truſtees ſhould keep their power, or, at leaſt,” 
was indifferent about it. But how does this con- 


ſiſt with his repeated and earneſt attempts to pre- 


vail upon them to make a Codicil to their Deedꝰ 
And how does it agree with what he —4 in“ The 
ed in the 


Cas of BiRxSTAL Housk,“ publi | 
Afrmiman Magazine, for 1788 ? That caſe I re- 
commend to the ſerious fal of all who write 


and talk on this ſubſect. But men, who have ſome: 


underſtanding of the ſubject fay, that Mr. Wesley 


could not wreſt the power out of the hands of the. 
Truſtees, - If he could, would he not have done it, 


inſtead of repeated] begging and praying them to 
— it, eſpecially- ikea e found his entreaties 
uſeleſs? £2. N 


at the Conference, is truly curious. Pray, who were 
they that © brought us to our wit's end“? Were 


they not the Truſtees? Were they not the cauſe 


of moſt, if not all the difficulties that he refers 
to? And it is not neceſſary to remind any Preacher 


who was at the Conference, that almoſt all the dif. - 


ficulties and diſtreſſes we paſſed through at the Jaſt 


Conference, were N upon us by Truſtees. 
Did not their Addreſſes, Remonſtrances, &c. ſwal- 


low up much of our time which might have been 
j- | - better 


— 


What Mr. Mather ſays about the Truſtees help a 
ing us out, When we were brought to our wit's end * 


40 

? and. more ſatisfactorily employed ?. Was i 

. - - not. the cauſe that empireted any 2 Bo 1 

debates ? And wb it not from the me £ ſe —.— 

the T t b in ſuch a painful | 
not to Mr.. Ma or 

3 2 who was then PR, N Aale gr ay 


with them, Ly conceſſio 
{pbick you wp ples he ad of © Minines of 
the ll Conlerene), a . after appointing reg 
9 Were, an fact. der choice 


per we , appointed only one, at 
a of of Shears 5 ers 10 People, 
— we the better for all our concel ons and 
all our endeavours for an accommodation, i in order 
c procure a laſting peace ? Had all or laboun 
tor a firm and laſſing agreement with them, any 
other effect upon them than to encourage them 
2 to 39 the anthority of the Confe- 
m_ ſt as 5 as the FO RICE ans broke | 
up, eir Freaching-houles the- 
| up, by expelling of the four how themſelyes. 
as not choſen, I might almoſt lay nominal. 

I Would further aſk thoſe who were at the Con. 

ference, if it were not the idea that we had o 
combination of Truſtees i in the nation, that bar, 

_ talled us the more in acting towards the Briſtol 
Truſtegs. But above all, was it not the 1 — that 
ſiome ol the Preachers were in league with the con- 
he ks federacy of Truſtees, and the frequent declarations 
and hints Which we heard of this, that cauſed the 
- chief difficulties, whether in negociating with the 
Briſtol Truſtees (as ſuch) or with the Delegation 
from the Conference of Truſtees, which had jul 
been held in London? And in my opinion, the 
- intereſt that ſome Truſtees in other parts haye taken 
1 the Briſtol 3 as well as what has been 


mani fe ſled 


_ their Brethren the Preachers, and the chief | 
wich — 


(9) 


tial proof (at leaſt). of the Double Confederacy: 
| wonder how Mr. Mather and others ſhould? 
{till repeat it, that the Briſtol Diſtrict. Meeting er- 
4 Meſſrs. Benson, Rodda and Vasey: | 


Committee never thought they had-power to expet ! : 


them, for any cauſe whatſoever. And it they had 
had the power, I am confident they had not the leaſt 


inclination to exert it. Mr. Mather and others 


inow, that the utmoſt power of a Piſtrict- Meeting 
is to svspend. And if he and others do really be- 
lieve that Meſſrs. Benson, Rodda and Vasey, were 


| e why do they not uſe the word $us fend, 
m 


ead of eæpel f The reaſon is plain. Expel is 


more ſtrong and harſh, is better calculated to in- 


flame, and will better anfwer the delign of fixing 
an odium on the Diſtrict-Meeting. But they we 

not even suspended, nor was it ever propoſed to 
ſuſpend them. It was indeed the opinion of the 
Committee, that the Truſtees, by renouncing the 


Connettion, and that conſequently thoſe, who 
nevertheleſs would cleave to them and ſupport 
them, in oppoſition to the defire and entreaties of 


of the Society, did thereby, for the time, wi 
from the Connection. I never ſpoke with one of 


the members of the Diſtrict Committee that did not 


greatly regret that Mr. Benson, &c. ſhould"cleave 


, toa who had renounced the authority of the 


Conference. The Truſtees did, to all intents ani 
pats renounce the authority of the Conference, 
by the letter to Mr. Moore, dated the 11thiof Au- 
| ; and this they never recanted, either before 
he Diſtrict-Meeting or at the time thereof. Con- 
wy ſequently, 


2 of the Conference, had renounced the | T 


r 
be willing to make, or, — 1 be 
ſoftened by the diſaſterous failure of their original 
ſcheme, yet as long as that letter is not formally 
recanted, they do ſtill renounce the authority of 

And with chat letter before them, and unre- 
canted, could the Diſtritt- Meeting judge other- 


— 


and could not be otherwiſe till they recanted it ? 
And yet, although it is undeniable, that any So- 
ciety. or Preacher that renounces the authority of 
the Conference, does thereby ſeparate from the 
Methodiſt Connection, at leaſt till recantation is 
made; notwithſtanding the Truſtees are in this ſtate 
- of renunciation of the Connection, Meſſrs. Benson, 
— and Vasey, cleave to them and (ſupport 


And can Mr. Mather, all this while, call 


tem the obedient fervants of the Conference, 


with a great deal more of the ſame ſort? And re- 
preſent thoſe, who, under every diſadvantage, have 


_ generouſly exerted themfelves in ſupporting the 
authority of the Conference, and in keeping toge- 
ther thoſe, who (out of zeal for the Conference) 
reſented and fled from the oppreſſion of the Trul- 
tees, as trampling on the Conference,” pouring 
contempt upon the Conference? &. 


8 I have heard Mr. Mather complain loud! of 
not being properly ſtood by and ſupported, when, 


in former days, he manfully ſtood up for the 
righis of his brethren, and the authority of the 
Conference. Let none of his exertions herein 
were more laudable than thoſe of Mr. Moore, &c. 
in the preſent affair; nor were they ſo eſſential to 
the preſervation and future proſperity of Metho- 
diſm. + 5” By n ck - 4 E ; 


wiſe, than that they were become a ſeparate party, 


th; 


89 
It Meſſrs. Benson, Roda and Vary are really 
« ſupporting our cauſe and credit,” as Mr. Mather 
ſays, is it not wonderful that ye bn the 1 
in general, nor the Preachers, whoſe circuits ſur- 
round ours, can diſcover this? All of theſe put to- 
her, muſt ſurely be better able to judge what” 
upports our © cauſe and credit” in Bristol and the 
circuit, than any perſon can be at ſuch a diſtance 
as Mr. Mather is. And if he will pay us a viſit, 
he will find that thoſe who have left't Room, and 
Cuinea-ftrett Chapel, are not in ſuch a “ diftrac 
ted condition“ as he ſuppoſes in his pogleript— 
And he will find theſe; as well as Mr. Moore, 2 
in ſuch tolerable . crellit,“ that the congregations 
of Mr. Moore and his Helpers are not leſs than the 
11 were before the diviſion. And out 
boo members in ton and country, F believe 
ill ind 1. 300 eſp offi ing this le bp che cu 
den. And pralle be the Shepherd of — 12 
have not beard of one ſoul that has been turned 
out of the way of ri . qroqurcnn by all that has hap-. | 
pened. The e are united, atis fied, and m 
zealous than 97 Moſt powerful proofy* 
that there has not been that tremendous diſtrac- 
tion, nor thoſe terrible outrages and abominatibhs” 
ſo tragically p ainted by ſome writers on-this' ſub 
jekt. It i Is en to be wiſhed that thoſe who» 4 
on 1 Al Renk ſubſekts, would diſdain the aste 
e arid miſrepte preſentation, and every 
thing thay, is ubworthy of Nrueliler indeed. CU 
r. Thompson's 8 Vleß to the Aſſiſtants re | 
ting collections for Briſtol, I think might | 
been chr I believe there Was no intention of ; 
collectin in the Circuits for Hrist. ; Without 
the . of the Conference. neresnty 
obliged the e ene without that 
authority, 


N 


.( 29 ) - 


ſhould not have beheld Meſſrs. 3 5 


502 combining their efforts upon the preſent oc- 
caſion. For many years, there were no two men 
in the nation more firmly oppoſed to each other 


than they were upon this very en ol Trus: 


tecim. 
I have availed myſelf of the 


which 


poſſeſſed for ſearching the matter to the bottom, 


and n in the prelence and fear of God, that l 
diſcover any deſign in the people or preach- 
ers Vho have left the Noom and Guznea-street Chopel, 


and aſſemble elſewhere, of renouncing the, Church 


And if there had been ſuch a deſign, or deſire, I 
ink I could have difcovered it, as I have heard 
1e a part of What has been ſaid publicly 


and privately on the ſubjeft. We are no mon 


Distenters than we were before the diviſion took 
place. We have not introduced Service in 
Church hours, nor has the Sacrament been given 
at any place but where the Conference — 
bo haye there been any attempts or propoſals of 


kind, This is more than can be ſaid for our 


opponents, on this head. Theſe zealous: Church 
men and ſtaunch adherents to the Old Plan, about 


r go, had the Sacrament at the Room; 


mentioned 


h that is not one of the places 


in . where the Sacrament Was allowed! 1 


| by the Conference to be adminiſtered. 


JC 
Preachers i in diſtant Circuits reſpecting this point: 


is doubtleſs one. principal cauſe why ſome Preach. 
2 have written things that have been con- 


d to favour the its: of the Taha: and ll 


to juſtify the adherence of Meſſrs. Benson, Rodda: 


and Tau 0 * . eulg, W 


nents, Indeed, had th never hap we 


known to all men, and eſpecially to every 
Preacher, tliat this is not 1 pen about he 
. Charch, but about the power and influence of 
Truſtees in our connection, and, on our part, in 
defence of the independence and authority of the 
„ . E7 1Hy n HG 
What I have ſaid about Truſtees, is not to be 
underſtood as conveying any unfavourable idea of 
_ them in any other aries; nor to the whole, or 
hiief part of them as Trustees, but only to 4 fe. - 
lett party, and that on certain occaſions. Many of 
them are eminent for piety, underſtanding, and uſe. 
' fulneſs; and would be ornaments to any ſociety, 
If the vigor and promptitude of the meafures 
. Which have been taken, ſhould be — by any 
to de more than the mere expulſion of Mr. Moore 
. would"warrant, I muſt obſerve, this was not the 
whole cauſe. The conduct of the Truſſees on 
| _ other occaſions, for years, had made a confiderable | 
1 ar on the minds of many of the Leader 
aud People. The expulfion: of Mr. Moore was 
. - only confidered as a larger and more offenfive fruit 
of that ſpirit and diſpoſition diſplayed many times 
bpefore. The Leaders and People ſaw the time was at 
5 ' laſt come, for open, united, and manly reſiſtance. 
The fame conſiderations had fome weight with the 
Preachers whotook partagainſt the Truſtees. But 
| the perſuaſionof a formidable combination of Truſ- © 
1 


tees that the Briſtol Truſtees had a principal hand 
in forming that combination—and that if firm and 
effeRtual reſiſtance was not made to this ſlep, we 
might expect the fame, or occurrences more 
grievous, in other parts of the land, was what 
_ weighed most with them. I avow before God 
and the world, that theſe were my ideas | and 
„ Non * * motilves, 


* 


| 
J 
{ 
{ 
- 
7 
4 


motives, and I believe they were! thoſe- of my 


RR fog hee 1 PT oat 0 3H Y as 6 LA 
A. ,s to the promptitude, or what our opponents 
call © the precipitancy of the ſteps taken, I muſt 


inform the Reader, that a variety of. ſtrong cir. | 


cumſtances made it the general opinion, that speed 


was eſſentially and indiſpenſibly neceſſary; and 
that the leaſt delay would make the Truſtees trium, 
phant, and inevitably rivet upon the Preachers and © 


eople the evils that were ſo juſtly dreaded. This 
accounts for the haste in building, cc. 
Upon the. whole, I have the greateſt hope, that 


_ © what has happened will really turn to the furthe, .. 


rance of the Goſpel, yea, even in Briſtol and the 
neighbourhood. I believe that ſo many never at- 
tended preaching, in theſe parts, as do now. | 
Great ſtreſs has been laid upon the approbation 
5 disapprobation of the Hundred opching 
lifpute; - But it is not a queſtion” that. s 


what ſecuring the Preaching-houſes to the C 


rence renderꝭ neceſſary ; it they claim an _exclus - 


live right to determine in other matters, the Hun: 


dred will be a ſerious alarming evil, and our fore 1 


of Church government will be more unscriptura 


and vexatious than any in the world. The hurck ; 


of Rome, itſelf, will not afford a lel.. If the 


freedom of our ſpiritual tity the privileges 


thereof, be thus monopolized by the Hundred, 


then the others (Who are above two-thirds of: the 


whole) will be in a ſtate of vassalage, and a ſmall 
minorit 2 the majority. There will be 
an | Masters, and each 0 theſe, upon a fair 


diviſion, 


CRY 


0 7 


ae OF 
chaefly concerns the Hundred. Every Preachet in 
connection is equally concerned, and has an equal 
right to determine upon it. If any diſtinction be 
made between the Hundred and the others, DEE A | 
e- 


"Ih INN 
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EOS rere 


F ! __ 


=) 
eben will have a coupt of forvant, while hr: 
will be a few to ſpare hat would the Head of 
en a un theſe chin ? eren ee 
mad, Matt. xx. 25—28. Mark. 45- And the 
Apoſttes and triumphant army of 


now in 
kee we conſult them, r ſpeak the ſame 


Should the Hundred ſtubbornly inſiſt up- 
| xcluſive right to determine this or any other 
| hes He it would then be the intereſſ 
all the other Preachers, together with 
thoſe of the Hundred who are friends to the 15 
of the Preachers at large, (and there are not a fer 
of the Hundred of this character, and ſome of them 
Men of firft.rate eminetice as well as of long ſtand. 
to enter into ſtrong Reſolutions, and to fol. 
oy _— Reſolutions Meaſures equally 
And, I truſt, that pap to be in- 
" ſelfiſh — or ay 


28” ation, they would a 6s 
. — of their Brethren of the Church at large, 
I 2 or to e. and would do what 


* 


yet unborn, and die generations of 
and God himfelf would de. 


err Ii Preachers wald do well 7 


to weigh theſe matters ſeriou 7 ahd dehiberately 
„ins before "the "next Conference. 
| And ne God ack an@dire@t gt 


A word'to the fue, Precht before I con- 
elude... To 1 SEO bs op Ido not ſee it-io 
ſay any thing at pre- 
ket "major 0 of the: Preachers are my 


"without impropri ety. 
— een f der are Convuls10ns and wounds 


i 
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be more Ni tr or ben May * 


n how rin 
every thing to the touchſtone o the law- __ 


teſtimony. If we live and walk in the 
| remember that command of Chriſt, © Dy — 
master- upon earth ;” ſearch the Seri , and 
conſlantly invoke the teachings of t Spirit of _ 
Truth 2 Wiſdom; God wi guide us into all 
you and give us a mouth and wiſdom, which all 
| rar Soy will not be able to gainſay or reſiſt. 
Aa then we ſhall be ſo united to one another, and 
fo united to our Living Head, that no attempts 
or ſchemes of men, nor any other thing, will de 
able to ſ us from one another, or from the 
8 ot Wn R 
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